FLORIDA TODAY Space Online

"Planet Earth’s best source for online space news"

June 19, 1999

Launch of NASA’s FUSE observatory delayed a day

By Justin Ray FLORIDA TODAY

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. - NASA officials announced Saturday the launch of $120 million telescope aboard a Boeing Delta 2 rocket this week would be delayed at least a day because work was running behind schedule.

Routine pre-launch processing of the Far Ultraviolet Spectroscopic Explorer, or FUSE, at Cape Canaveral Air Station’s pad 17A has been slowed due to poor weather, NASA said.

The schedule to ready the rocket and satellite for a Wednesday launch was tight and had little room for delays. The heavy rain finally broke the schedule.

"We have 50 gallons of work to get into a 20 gallon jar," NASA spokesman George Diller said.

Officials will meet Monday to firm up a new launch date, which is tentatively scheduled for Thursday during a window 11:39 a.m. to 12:57 p.m. EDT (1539-1657 GMT).

Once in space, FUSE will seek out the chemical remnants of the Big Bang believed to have created the universe 12 to 15 billion years ago.

Use of this site signifies your agreement to the Terms of Service updated February 1998. Please e-mail comments or questions about this page to Space Online Editor Mark DeCotis.

Contact Space Online Manager Jim Banke to inquire about becoming a sponsor.

This World Wide Web site is copyright © 1999 FLORIDA TODAY.

This World Wide Web site is copyright © 1999 FLORIDA TODAY.